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Imperialism
Unit 02, Class 12 

Purpose: To what extent would   
colonized people characterize their 
experience as positive or negative?
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4
Name: ___________________________

Part One: Common Assessment Introduction
The expansion of Western society reached its apex between 1880 and 1914. The era is often called the 
Age of Imperialism: the domination by one nation over the political, economic or social/cultural life of 
another. In those years, the leading European nations not only continued to send massive streams of 
migrants, money and manufactured goods around the world, but also rushed to create political empires 
abroad. Characterized by a frantic rush to plant the flag over as many people as possible, the Age of 
Imperialism had enormous positive and negative consequences. European expansion spread the ideas 
and techniques of a highly developed civilization.  Yet, the west relied on force to conquer, colonize and 
rule, and it treated non-Western peoples as ethnic and racial inferiors. 

Part Two: Homework
After reading the assigned sections, complete the tasks that follow.
 The New Imperialism and Its Causes, pp. 618-619
 The Success of Western Imperialism, pp. 619-620
 Forms of Imperial Rule, pp. 620

1. Complete the note diagram below. Put the main idea in a circle with a description as shown.

Causes of the New Imperialism Nationalism

colonies needed for 
national security

national pride



160

2. Of the reasons given for the success of Western Imperialism, which do you think was the most im-
portant reason?

3. Identify and define the three forms of Imperial rule.

 a.

 B.

 C.

4. Using resources available, find and print a copy of the poem by Rudyard Kipling, The White Man’s 
Burden.  Attach the poem on page 159.  In your research,print and attach any responses you find of 
Kipling’s poem.
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Rudyard Kipling
“The White Man’s Burden”
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Part Three: The Imperialism Common Assessment
You will work in a group to select a region of the Imperialized world.  You must research this topic and 
formulate a persuasive PowerPoint presentation with the following items:

1. Explain the background of topic.  How did the nation come to be imperialized & by 
whom?  What were some of the changes that were brought by the imperial nation? 

2. Present your thesis & your arguments (or: To what extent would colonized people 
characterize their experience as positive or negative?). Present three arguments that 
prove your thesis.  Support your arguments with factual evidence from your research 
and explain how this factual evidence proves your thesis.

3. Acknowledge your dissenters.  Present one argument that someone might make as to 
why your thesis is wrong.

4. Present your Rebuttal. Why is your dissenters’ argument wrong?  Present at least 
one piece of new factual evidence that disproves this argument. 

5. Sum up your arguments. Leave the audience with a lasting impression that you have 
proved your thesis.  

6. Your presentation should also include: relevant pictures, some (but not all) of the 
information you are presenting in text.

7. Your presentation skills: Just having great info is one step towards being persuasive.  
In order to be truly convincing you need to look and act like you know what you’re 
talking about! Your presentation should be rehearsed and you should speak confident-
ly on your topic. You will be assessed on your eye contact, volume, poise and organiza-
tion. You should dress professionally on the day of your presentation.

Part Four: Topic Choices
China
Congo
Egypt 
India
Japan

South Africa
Southeast Asia
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Part Five: Groups

Part Six: Rubrics
This project is worth 100 points total.

Group one

Crichton, Sabrina
Fye-Moore, Miles

Gupta, Ramit
Munsch, Christopher

Group Two

Golbin, Samuel
Harris, Dominique

Mandloi, Shreya
Sarbadhikary, Sanka

Group Three

Kandasamy, Anupama
Laflin, Jacob

Mudambi, Aishwarya
Trenfield, Marcus

Tuchscherer, Nyakeh

Group Four

DiCindio, Christina
Moreno, Martin
Oliveira, Alanis

Rzempoluch, Kacper

Group Five

Govindhan, Anirudh
Kaniga, Nifa

Massoud, Stephanie
Ranasinghe, Shehara

Group Six

Gadkari, Ishaa
Lee, Jihong

Yuen, Brandon
Zarkova, Natali
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Part Seven: The Scramble for Colonies
Examine these two maps,  In a four sentence summary, explain the meaning of the title above.

1800

1900
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Part Eight: The Geography of Imperialism in Africa
Section A: The Geography of Africa
Using the textbook, identify the 
following rivers and bodies of water:

 Congo R.
 Limpopo R.
 Niger R. 
 Nile R. 
 Orange R. 
 Senegal R. 
 Zambezi R.

 Atlantic Ocean
 Mediterranean Sea
 Indian Ocean
 Red Sea
 Strait of Gibraltar

Identify the climate zones of 
the African continent.
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Section B: The People and Politics of Africa
Examine the map to the right.  What 
summary statements may be made about 
this map?

Examine the map of Africa to the right.
The map shows political divisions on 
the continent of Africa before the
Scramble for Colonies.  Based on your 
homework, predict what may happen 
when the Europeans decide to increase 
their territory.
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Section C:: European Control of Africa
Choose a color for each of the nations in the key box.  
Using the key, identify the areas controlled by Europe-
ans in 1850 on Map A.  Then, examine the maps of Africa 
in 1914.  For each map of Africa, decide which European 
country controls the non-shaded areas of each map.  Use 
the color you have identified below.

European 
Control of 
Africa 
circa 1850

Belgian
British
French
Germans

Italian
Portuguese
Spanish

European Control of Africa in 1914
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Examine the map.  How did the changes in control impact the people of Africa?


